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vron THE SUBJECT, 


- . Wich being read, and approydd,. at 
885 by I” oY 


| 4 MEETING OF THE MINISTERS, AT HABISAX, 


Fe = | | 1T WAS ORDERED * 3 
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. TO BE PRINTED AND CIRCULAT! 


CIRCULAR LETTER. 


Dear n. - = 
* IT has been clearly manifeſted i in 1 3 
Ages, that, the effetual fervent Prayer of the Righteous | 
availeth much. Prayer is a Duty, in the Exerciſe of 
which, it becomes the Followers of the Lord Jeſus 
abitually to be found: But there are Times, when an 
Urgency for a more than common Exertion in this Duty | 
will be enforced by extraordinary Circumſtances. Suck | 
is the Caſe in the preſent eventful, ſerious moment. 
The Lord's Voice is lifted up, and it behaves. is | 
Poople to liſten to it ! To ſet before you the Necellity 
thereof ; to awaken your Attention, and to animate: 
your Hearts in ſo good a Work, is the Deſign of th 
Letter. It is addreſſed to you by Perſons who 1 ih 
well to your immortal Intereſt, by Perſons who R vun . 
bly truſt they prefer Jeruſalem to their chief Joy; and 
feel themſelves affected by a Degree of Zeal. for the 
ſupreme Concerns of their Fellow-Mortals, to all - 
upon you to ſeek his Face, whoſe ſole Prevogative 3 it is, 
to comfort the wafte Places of Zion ; 10 make her 1 
45 like Eden, a and ber got He ths Garden of tes Hite, 
Lin R 12 
The whole af our Cm plead for 
Cauſe in which we are now engaged, A vas 4 
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© the-City—A-Voice from the Temple—A Voice of tlic 
Lord is directed to us to excite our Attention. Con- 
fer our national Circumſtances, and who can be un- 
concerned? The great God has viſited us with one 
of his fore Judgments Mar, terribie Mar has been 
I making cruel Havock among us. Our Trade has 
deen materially affected, our Country confiderably de- 
| populated Thoufands of our young Men have been 
lain by the tword, and many may fay, © If are Cr- 
pPbans and falberleſs, and our Mothers are as Widows.” 
A Hitherto our Land has not been the immediate Seat of 


\ tought nearer Home, and our Eyes may behold 

0s rolled in Blood, is not for us to predict. 
To adopt the kanguage of a Biſhop, and fuch language 
as became a Wilhos, we may ſay, ** The Storm with 
ce. which the State is threatened, ts new in Kin d, and 
Iz unparallel-d in Degree; hitherto we have only 
Fe heard its Whiſiling from afar, it may foon approach 
e our Coaſt, and ſcatter tremendous and undiſtin= 

&"cuiſhed Ruin over the whole Land“.“ Under ſuch 
Apprehenfions, to remain unmoved, will ſubject us to 
Criminality of that Kind for which the Lord may fay, 
| When my. Hand 15 ibs ted 1 _ 1 nat of a but they ou 


fe. Tha. xxVi. Tr. 
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Kidda e our Floors have been full, and we have 
bern. fed with the Hneſt of Wheat; an evident Scarci- 
y now prevalts, the Staff of Bread is broken, and we 
eat it by Weight, and with Care. Eick. iv. 16. If 

ave promiſed; when there is a Famine in the 
Land, to hear i in Heaven | his Per, it ſurely - 
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becomes us to ſeek him while he may be found, Tet 
the preſent! Calamity may be but the Beginning of San 
ros, and the Pime may yet come when? it ſhallzbi 
ſaid, „He that is flain by the Sword ig better tles h 
*« that is on with Hunger,” Lam, iv. * | 


The carnal Mind, niche is Bande * God 
has ever ſgugat Geeafions ſucceſsfully to oppoſe 
Maker. The preſent Day is too favourable to its Det 
ſigns. Inrip*LiTY has thrown off the Maſk, ant 
Deisu glories in its ſhameful Qourſe. Not only hav 
ſome of the great Truths of our divine Maſter "bee 
formid b oppoſed, but the Scriptures themſelves; thi 
glorious Goſpel of the bleſſed God, are treated wit 
Contempt. The Father of Lies has his Emiflarie 
everywhere prowling about to cateh the unwary. I 
riſing Generation is in peculiarly hazardous” Cireum 
flances. It is the Duty of the Friends of Fru 
real Followers of the bleſſed Jeſus, to buckle on the 
Armour, and aflail the Foe, left we ſhould ſee the Tru : 
of our God fallen in the Street. Compaſſion to 
Youth of our Land—to the Souls of our own: cy 
dren, ſhould operate upon our Minds, to rouſe us all 
to call upon God, that when the Enemy is commg in it 
a Flzzd, his Ke may lift up a Standard ' againſt * 

It was cuſtomary for Boiy Ma of old to-mourt 
for the Sins of others. -Rivers of | Watts run and 
mine Eyes becauſe they keep not thy Law: Pha>rxix: 130 
The preſent Day is a Day of boundleſs *Profligacyt 
Vice, in all its infernal Variety prevails through 
the Land The Bulk of its Inhabitants eſpouſe thy 
melancholy Cauſe Pride, Oppreſſion, Extravaganeh 
and Uncleanneſs, may boaſt of the Numbets enge 


In” their Support. And ought not we to endeavour te 
Wert him from his Purpoſe, who has declared that he 
ll viſit for theſe Things? And if, after all, we 
not prevail in turning away his Anger from us, we 
Hall enjoy the Satisfaction of having made the At- 
tempt, and be happy in a Conſciouſneſs, that we ſhall 
wund among thoſe who ſhall have a Mart in their 
orebeads, as Men who have feghed and cricd for the 
oe, pes have been done amen them. Exck. i ix. 


but, 0 © ICY if we walk about Zion, and 
e our Obſervations upon her preſent State, is there 
d Cauſe for Lamentation? No extraordinary Cauſe 
b ery mightily. to God? Whilſt we rejoice that many 
ei Come let us go up to the Mountain of 
Lend. we fear Religion, pure Religion, is very 
w; primitive Piety, ſcriptural Godlineſs very ſcarce. 
e is that holy Singularity, that godly Circum- 

Won, which {© honourably diſtinguiſhed. our good 
Borcfathers.? Where is that Love and brotherly Kind- 
chat long Suffering and Gentleneſs, the genuine 
or the good Spirit of our God? Alas! Alas! 
ey: are barely known. Is it not to be feared, that 
ierenee to family Religion—too great a Conform- 
eo the preſent evil World in the Whole of our daily 
tourſe—too conſtant an Eſtrangement from the regu- 
r Practice of ſacred Retirement—too great a Languor 
Pbisgs of eternal Moment, and too little Spi- 
tr Ws ret throughout our Churches? And if fo, 
that ought we to do? A Throne af Grace is open, 
be that fits upon it waits to be gracious; Let us then 
& His. Face, that the Spirit may be poured from on 
chat a Revival may take Place in the Midſt of 
3 and that _— mer ne gloriouſly in the 
; | ._ - Converſion. 
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Converſion of immortal Souls to himſelf; that che 
Hearts of his Miniſters may be inflamed: with Zeal fort 
the Lord of Hoſts, to ery aloud and ſpare. not, ang 
that all who name the Name of Chriſt may-walk. in 


the Fear of the Lord, and the Combage of the ke HY 
Ghoſt. | | | 
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While we are thus i . the F ather of Mer 
cies upon our own Account, let us recollect, how 
many Millions of the Sons of Men are at this Mod 
ment, fitting in the Region of the Shadow of Deaths 
Men, who are to hve, for ever, but have never hear! 
of a Saviour's Name: O remember their deplorabley 
State, and in tender Compaſſion to their immortal 
Souls, recommend them to the God of all Grace, that 
he may viſit them with his Light and Truth; to take?! 
to himſelf his great TOs and W to the Ends of 
„ 0 — 201 

In Order to ofve _ to hls Deſign, a A Plan jag 
been formed, and the Execution of it already begung tl 
TO SET APART THE FIRST MONDAY: IN BACHY 
Kaiexndar MonTR, FOR &. GENERAL iN 
IN EXTRAORDINARY. PRAYER, to obtain the Ob 
jects already ſpecified. in this Letter. It is intengeg 
that all who approve of the ſame, ſhould meet tqgetheg 
at Seven e Quel in the Evening, in their reſpective Pas 


of Worſhip, or in any other Place that may be mf. 
convenient: And where Circumftances will not adm 
of a general Meeting of the Members of one Congega - 
tion, for the ſame to diſtribute itſelf in ſuch a Manner, 7 
and at ſuch a Time, as may 8 ſuit their a 4 


Situation. 
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Y "Hh Qu ah Edageineve What may Ude ds bro ; 
Uimiſe to ourſelves ? ” If the Lord Jeſus have declared * 8 
Wits uber Pon ur, Prop a ape tn Bbrth, as fe- 
1 ng any Ding that they: ſhall aft, it ſhall be done for beni 
1 by his Father tobe is t Feaven; (Mat: xvii: 10%) what 
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may we not look for, when ſo many Thouſands, as we 
j hope „vill unite in this Deſign, are agreed to aſk the 
ene Things 71 Surely we ſhall not ſeck his Face in 
Vain. We tave' abundant Ground in the 1 
for the moſt exalted Hopes. There we behold what 
Wonders. have heen done by Prayer. We are one 
ee about wich a Cloud of 'Whjaelſes; whoſe Teſti- 
pot will confirm the Truth of his Word who hath 
aid, ul. pen me, and I well Pew thee'great and 9 
| 5 wohich thou tnoweft not; Jer? xl. my TAS + 
„ 8. ei Ig 278 | 2! 11 i n 
Brethren, let us delay no longer; but at onee come. 
out 1 to the Help of the Lord. Judges v. 23) 
EAdmit of no Excuſe. - Nothing was ever got by ſin- 
6 ons.” *or loſt by praying.” Seaſons of Prayer are 
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Scalons of Profit. We hive too long indulged ourſelves. £ | 
in unbecoming Sloth. It is now high Time to awake 
a ot Sleep. Dependent upon the never - failing n 
ceſnon of * an "adorable - Redeemer, and the invincible 
F. Agency of the Holy Gnoſt, let us approach the Merch. N 
þ Sear; under” a firm Perſuaſion, that by e. Blood nd 
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